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The wheelbarrow load  

 We are deep in the winter doldrums here at Cosmic Oaks Farm.  February is the shortest 

month of the year, unless you have to take care of horses, in which case it is at least eight weeks long.  

And that stupid groundhog is a lying sack.  Riding, unless you are fortunate enough to have access to 

an indoor arena, is hit or miss at best, and even when you do get to ride you pretty much just mark 

time in terms of training.  The horse blankets are stinky, and the horses themselves are getting pretty 

sick of eating dried up old hay and having to watch their step on the ice all the time. 

 About this time every year I start fantasizing about my dream barn; the one I would build if I 

won the Lotto or had a long-lost uncle die and leave me a pile of cash.  Not that I donôt love my little 

barn, and my tack room sanctuary.  I am lucky beyond belief to have the set-up I do.  But a showplace 

it is not, and my abilities both financial and constructional to do any kind of major overhauling are 

extremely limited. 

 The first thing I would do is fix the barn floor in order to bring the level up to that of the big 

sliding doors.  Right now the wind whistles under them to the point that even with the doors closed 

hay tumbleweeds go flying across the barn aisle.  My current barn help is diligent about sweeping the 

aisle neatly, but unfortunately when your aisle is dirt you lose a little bit of ground every time you 

sweep, so the gap continues to grow.  Right now I block the east side door with four hay bales stacked 

against it, which is effective but cumbersome.  The west door has to stay mobile in order to let the 

horses in and out, so I only block that door with hay bales at night when the temperature drops below 

twenty degrees.  A nice concrete floor with snug-fitting doors would sure be nice. 

 The second thing I would get is automatic waterers in all the stalls.  Right now I have two that 

serve two stalls and the pastures; one was replaced a few years ago and one just gasped its last this 

past month.  You donôt realize how much you miss them until they break!  So for the moment itôs 

heated water buckets and struggling to get the water up to the spot it needs to be without spilling half 

of it on yourself.   

 Rubber mats in stalls are really not a luxury; they save so much time and bedding that they 

pay for themselves in a very short time.  Still, I only have two matted stalls and would love to put 

them down in the other three.  Insulation in the roof would be nice.  I had to re-do the entire roof 

about five years ago when the leaks were no longer ignorable.  Now there are no leaks, but boy is it 

loud when it rains.  You have to shout over the raindrops!  And depending on the humidity and tem-

perature outside, I sometimes get a little mini-rainstorm in the barn aisle from condensation.   

 Thinking further down the road to the spring, I would love to have a couple of those giant fans 

to move some air around in the hottest months.  I have box fans on all the stalls, but unless you are 

standing directly in front of them (and believe me, my horses do!) they donôt cool the environment 

much. 

 Of course, the ultimate barn makeover would be a Barn Elf that lived in the hayloft, cleaned 

stalls and rinsed water buckets, took blankets off, put them back on, replenished the hay and put out 

the feed in a timely manner so that I could stay cozily ensconced in my bed of a cold snowy morning, 

knowing that the boys were taken care of. 

 I donôt see any of this happening very soon.  Or ever, in the case of the Barn Elf.  I guess I 

should quit grumbling and make the best of what I do have...which is pretty darn good.  Once I have a 

cup of coffee in me, I can even manage a smile and a pat on the head for my horses, even in the cold-

est, most awful weather.  And spring will bust out again soon, bringing with it soft fragrant days and 

beautiful green pastures.   

 And flies.  What are you going to do about them, Barn Elf? 
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FOR SALE 
LE PARCOUR BLACK DRESSAGE SADDLE  

WITH ALL FITTINGS:   

GIRTH, STIRRUPS, LEATHERS,  

VINYL CARRIER AND TWO SADDLE PADS 

мтέ {9!¢ 

$750 COMPLETE 

TRYOUT PERIOD AVAILABLE 

 WITH DEPOSIT 

CONTACT:  BETH HUSSEY 573-808-6897 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOW-

ING CDCTA MEMBERS WHO WON 

AWARDS IN THE MISSOURI HORSE 

SHOWS ASSOCATION FOR 2015: 
 

First Level Dressage High Percentage Award:  

 Karin Loftin and Feragamo, 3rd place 

 

First Level Dressage High Point Award: 

 Karin Loftin and Feragamo, 4th place 

 

High Point Adult Amateur Dressage Rider: 

 Leah Strid, 4th place 

 Karin Loftin, 5th Place 

 

Training Level Dressage High Point Award   

 Leah Strid and Topaz de Plata, 4th place 

 

Introductory Level High Point Dressage Champion: 

 Leah Strid and La Malinche 

 

Introductory Level High Percentage Dressage Res Champion: 

 Leah Strid and La Malinche 
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CDCTA Meeting Minutes:  January 29, 2016 @ D. Roweôs Restaurant & Bar 
 

Meeting called to order at 19:48.  In attendance:  Beth Hussey, Amy Stapleton, Marina McCoy Hanson, Karen Atwill, Karin Loftin, 

Lora Blair, Judy Owens, Alice Fisher, Kim Krieckhaus, Mary Frances Carrington, Leah Strid, Rosy Erganian, Bill Wise, Audrey 

Plummer, and the following guests:  Rich Wilson, Bowen Loftin, Jerry Blair, Gary Owens, Lynn Carrington, Myles Strid, Toni 

Kazic, and Tom Plummer. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve October minutes by Beth, seconded by Rosy, and carried.  There were no minutes for No-

vember or December due to the trailer safety meeting and the holiday party, respectively. 

 

Treasurerôs Report:  The account balance was $9,447.00 as of January 13th.  Amy reported that taxes have been filed for 2015.  The 

accountant did not charge for the service.  CDCTA accomplished several educational events this past year.  Amy mentioned that any 

member can feel free to request a full financial report if they so wish.  Motion to approve by Beth, seconded by Rosy, and carried. 

 

Committee Reports: 
 

Membership:  The roster is currently at 19 members for 2016.  Kim apologized for running behind in having membership 

dues deposited as she has been fighting illness lately.  Discussion ï Concerns over membership numbers were expressed; Mary Fran-

cis mentioned the deal where if members refer new applicants to CDCTA, they can be entered into a drawing for a free membership 

year; Lora suggested an incentive for renewing membership on time; membership numbers ultimately do not have a negative effect 

on the club.  Discussion over a possible membership drive, spreading the word at local barns and colleges, etc.  Will discuss more at 

the next meeting. 

 

Competitions:  Beth will be managing the CDCTA Spring Dressage Schooling Show again.  Discussion over possible dates 

ï Beth mentioned the WWU Dressage Schooling Show is March 19th-20th and the WWU Recognized Dressage Show is April 16th-

17th; Rosy mentioned the Stephens Hunter/Jumper Show Series will also fall on March 19th and April 16th; Beth suggested having the 

show either on April 3rd or 10th; Lora had no preference; Bill mentioned there will be a Centered Riding Clinic in Kansas on April 8th-

10th; decision was made to hold the spring show on April 3rd.  Beth mentioned that Tesa Sterchi will be a manager-in-training at the 

spring show so that she may be able to take over show management at future shows.  Discussion over the Mid-Missouri Classic ï one 

main issue was the venue site required; Karen suggested looking into the State Fairgrounds in Sedalia; finding a volunteer base could 

be difficult; Kim said we may look into it for the future.  The Show-Me State Games show can be held either on July 23rd or 30th this 

year.  Discussion ï Lora prefers the 30th; Mary Francis offered to manage the show again; decision was made to hold the SMSG show 

on July 30th.  Motion to approve by Beth, seconded by Rosy, and carried.  Rosy mentioned that she plans to host the CDCTA Fall 

Dressage and Combined Training Schooling Show on Saturday, September 17th, followed by a hunter/jumper show on Sunday. 

 

Education:  Lora mentioned that the Greg Best Clinic will be June 16th-19th.  Lora also suggested including a survey in the 

newsletter to find out what kinds of educational opportunities members would be interested in this year.  Will discuss the adult riding 

camp at the next meeting. 

 

Nominations:  Marina resigned as the Vice President, and Leah volunteered for the Vice President nomination.  No other 

nominations were submitted.  Kim suggested the current slate of board nominations, with the addition of Leah Strid as Vice Presi-

dent, be kept the same.  Motion to approve by Beth, seconded by Rosy, and carried. 

 

New Business:  Congratulations to Rosy on obtaining the IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit status for Sunny Oaks Farm Therapeu-

tic Riding Center!  Amy reported that she will be expanding her cupcake and salad business.  The USDF Convention will be Decem-

ber 1st-4th in St. Louis this year.  Beth suggested CDCTA give the annual donation to SLADS or USDF Region 4 to be used towards 

the convention.  A suggestion was also made to select Rosy Erganian as the annual donation recipient.  Rosy commented that she 

would rather have the donation go to USDF Region 4 this year ï discussion.  Karin motioned for CDCTA to donate $100 to USDF 

Region 4, Leah seconded, and the vote was carried.  SLADS would appreciate volunteers for hosting the USDF Convention.  It was 

noted that CDCTA should be able to send a delegate to the convention this year due to its proximity to Columbia.  Beth presented 

Kim Krieckhaus with a CDCTA-monogrammed vest and a card in appreciation of her service and tireless efforts as President for so 

many years. 

 

Next Meeting:  TBD 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Beth and seconded by Karen at 20:20.  The awards ceremony followed. 



7  

FULL CARE  STALL BOARD 

AVAILABLE 

 

Located ten minutes west of Colum-

bia city limits, easy highway access.   

 

198ôx 92ô outdoor riding arena with 

most-weather footing 

 

Areas for hacking, hills for condition-

ing, stadium jumps and some cross 

country obstacles 

 

Trailer parking available; heated/air 

conditioned tack room with refriger-

ator 

 

We feed Purina Strategy twice daily 

and mixed grass hay; hay is also 

available at all times in an outdoor 

horse-safe feeding ring.  We keep our 

horses on feed-through fly control 

during the fly season, and use fly 

predators and a misting system to 

keep our horses comfortable 

 

$350 per month, references required.  

CDCTA members preferred. 

 

If you are interested, please contact 

573-808-6897. 
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SCENES FROM THE RECENT 

CDCTA BANQUET: (PHOTOS 

THIS PAGE COURTESY OF 

KARIN LOFTIN) 

 

ABOVE:  Bill Wise and Toni 

Kazic share a laugh (and a few 

containers of ranch dressing) at 

our new D. Roweôs venue 

 

LEFT:  Jerry and Lora Blair.  

Thanks Lora for stepping up and 

organizing the banquet this year!  

We heard nothing but good things 

about the food, the service, and 

the company!   
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CDCTA 2015 AWARD WINNERS:   
 

Photo at left:  Leah Strid holds up one of her 

many prizes won by her two lovely horses, La 

Malinche and Topaz de Plata.  Her beaming 

hubby Myles Strid gets photo credit! 

 

Photo lower left:  Karin Loftin displays her 

First Level prize that she won on Feragamo. 

 

Photo lower right:  Marina McCoy-Hanson 

displays her prize bridle bag.  She also came 

home with more than one award-both won on 

the redoubtable Meeting Highlights (Mimi).  

Notice how Marina cleverly faces the camera 

so you cannot see how pregnant she is!  Judy 

Owens, awards chair, looks on while the slide 

show put together by Lora plays in the back-

ground.   
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FOR SALE FROM CEDAR LANE FARM 

Hagrid du Bois 2012 17.1 hand bay AWS by Pik Ravenclaw. Hagrid will win your heart with his 

goofy personality and quiet, willing mind. Has free, swinging movement and a scopey, stylish 

jump. Won the 3yo Free Jump and Sporthorse U/S classes and qualified for the Finals at the Young 

Horse Show. Quiet enough for an amateur and fancy enough for a pro. A barn favorite! 

Beau Star 2013 16 hand bay tobiano AWS gelding. If you are looking for a warmblood pinto to 

rock the sporthorse world, "Patches" may be just the one!. Bold dark bay tobiano pattern, lots of 

bone and a powerful rhythmic trot, he has a USDF Sporthorse Prospects in Hand Championship 

and an AWS Gold medal to his credit. Qualified for Young Horse Show Finals in 2yo In Hand and 

at Liberty class. FEI Champions on both sides of his pedigree in both dressage and show jumping. 

Sensible and intelligent, he learns fast and has a bright future! 

 

Contact:  Dr. Nancy Roth at crowflys@fidnet.com 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

February 22, 2016 

CDCTA Monthly Meeting at Angeloôs Steakhouse in Columbia 7:30 p.m. 

 

March 19-20, 2016 

William Woods University Completely Relaxed Schooling Dressage Show in Fulton, MO 

Contact Karen Pautz via her website at www.shortenyourreins.com 

 

April 3rd, 2016 

CDCTA Spring Dressage Schooling Show at Fox Run in Columbia, MO 

 

April 16-17, 2016 

William Woods University USDF/USEF Recognized Dressage Show in Fulton, MO 

Contact kpautz@williamwoods.edu 

 

June 16-18, 2016 

Greg Best Show Jumping Clinic at Fox Run in Columbia; look for entry form in future 

newsletters! 

 

July 30, 2016 

Show Me State Games Dressage Competition and USDF Team Competition at Fox Run in 

Columbia, MO  Contact Mary Frances Carrington; entry form will be in June newsletter 

 

September 17, 2016 

CDCTA Fall Dressage Schooling Show and Combined Test at Sunny Oaks Farm in Roche-

port, MO Contact Rosy Erganian at 573-356-3877 

 

September 18, 2016 

Sunny Oaks Farm Hunter/Jumper Schooling Show at Sunny Oaks Farm in Rocheport, MO 

Contact Rosy Erganian 573-356-3877 
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This newsletter is published monthly by the Columbia Dressage and 

Combined Training Association. 

President:    Kim Krieckhaus 

Vice President:    Leah Strid 

Secretary:    Audrey Buvens-Plummer  

Treasurer:    Amy Stapleton 

Member at Large:   Mary Frances Carrington 

 

Questions regarding submissions and content should be directed to 

Beth Hussey at (573) 808-6897 or eshussey@gmail.com.  

Submissions may be sent via email or mail to 655 North Route O, 

Rocheport, MO  65279. 
 

Submissions are due by the last day of the month before publication. 
Our website is www.cdcta.org for late-breaking news. 

Photographs should be submitted in JPEG format. 
 

For membership information, please contact Kim Krieckhaus at 

(573) 442-8493. 

BOARDING/TRAINING /

LESSONS 

Stony Hill Farm  

Columbia, Missouri 

Specializing in Dressage 

Contact Liz Hotchkiss  

573-489-2927 

CDCTA Newsletter Ad Rates 
 
Members: 

Classifieds or business card sized ads: free 
 

Non-Members: 
Classified ads: $5/month 

Full page ad: $20/month 

1/2 page ad: $15/month 

1/4 page ad: $10/month 

Business card size ad: $6/month 

 

Make checks payable to CDCTA. 


