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Just call her ñMudderò Natureé.. 
 
Groundhog Day 2019 has come and gone, and frankly I canôt remember what the ñofficialò 
groundhog  did or did not see regarding his shadow; and apart from the inherent unreliabil-
ity of a large rodent whose only real aims in life are to suck down as many tasty flower bulbs  
and create as many large potentially horse-leg-threatening holes as he can, I always won-
dered how accurate the word of one groundhog at one site in the United States can really be. 
 
Who is the local Puxatawney Phil?  Because the Missouri groundhogs, if we play along and 
accept that these overgrown hamsters actually take their appointed roles seriously, have a 
particularly hard forecasting job. 
 
A relatively mild Christmas holiday gave way to a cold January, and the third-deepest snow-
fall in Columbia history on, of course, the day that had been scheduled for the CDCTA An-
nual Meeting and Awards Banquet.  There was no chance of holding it and soldiering on, as 
we did last year when the ice storm threatened and made the rides home for those of us who 
braved the weather a white-knuckled event.  This snowfall was for real, and two days later 
people were still digging out from under (in some cases) eighteen inches of wet, heavy snow.  
Tree branches much bigger around than twigs snapped like, well, twigs.  One branch I had 
been eyeing for years, wondering if it would land on my barnyard fence when it finally went 
did not, thank goodness, but the electric fence was pretty much reduced to spaghetti.   
 
The snow did stop, eventually, but then the true cold set in and barn chores became a test of 
endurance and will power.  The snow did not melt, so everything eventually had to be dug 
out:  all the gates you needed, all the equipment you needed, all the stuff that usually you can 
just put off using until the weather warms up a bit.  All of this cold culminated in a Polar 
Vortex at the very end of the month, with for-real temperatures dipping into the negative 
single digits and the wind chill in the negative double digits.  Heated water buckets are the 
greatest invention ever.   
 
And then...Poof! Groundhog day dawned and the temperature, which had been warming 
steadily since the low on the penultimate day of January, hit forty-five on its way to an after-
noon high of sixty-three. As I write this on the afternoon of the third, I have the screen door 
open to catch the breeze as my outdoor thermometer reads-can this be right-seventy-nine 
degrees!!  OK, itôs in the full sun, but still... 
 
The eighteen inches of snow is now in full retreat, inundating creeks and runoffs and sewage 
lagoons, and making every step that isnôt on concrete a squelching, sinking mess.  The dogs 
look fudge-coated from the ground up and all white leg markings on the horses have been 
completely erased.  Spring looks ready to bust out from every corner and the birds have 
abandoned the feeders in favor of bounty elsewhere on these balmy days. 
 
We know it wonôt last-and so does local Phil. Maybe itôs six weeks more of winter, or maybe 
less, but one thing is for sure: shadows, shmadows...no critter, groundhog or wooly worm or 
elderly farmer, can predict what will happen in winter in mid-Missouri. 
 
                          Until next time-  Beth Hussey 
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Free to anyone who wants them: I have 3 years worth of John 
Lyons Perfect Horse newsletters.  They have training tips, dis-
cussions about different horsey items  and questions from 
readers.  Interesting reading and you may pick up a tip or 
2.  They are all in a large 3 ring binder. 
  
Stable blanket, size 78 I think.  Never been on a horse by the 
looks.  We cleaned up some stuff stored in the basement and 
found some surprises.  Since my guys live out I only use turn 
out blankets.  Yours for $20. 
  
Closed front stable blanket, never been on a horse.  Tag says 
80 but Iôm not sure thatôs really the size.  Has fleecy in-
sides.  Also $20. 
 
Email violet3@centurytel.net or call 573-445-5222. 
  

HAPPY 
 
VALEN-
TINEôS  
 
DAY! 
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Call for Nominations  

2019  

Officers of the  

 

COLUMBIA DRESSAGE AND COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION  

 

Please submit the names of individuals (humans, not horses) you would like to be 

considered for an office with CDCTA.  Please provide the individualõs name and rea-

son for the nominations to Beth Hussey by mailing this form to: 655 North Route O 

Rocheport, MO  65279.  Deadline for nominations is February 17 at the awards ban-

quet. You may also call her with your nominations at 573 -808 -6897 or email eshus-

sey@gmail.com .  Remember that we will also need chairs for all of our standing com-

mittees, if you think you donõt want all the responsibility of an office. 

 

SELF NOMINATIONS ARE WELCOME!!  

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SECRETARY 

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TREASURER 

___Amy Stapleton  

_______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

PRESIDENT 

 

MEMBER AT LARGE 
 

mailto:eshussey@gmail.com
mailto:eshussey@gmail.com
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This newsletter is published monthly by the Columbia 
Dressage and Combined Training Association. 

President:   Leah Strid   
Vice President:   Kelsey Fisher 
Secretary:  Candace Kassel 
Treasurer:   Amy Stapleton 
Member at Large:  Mary Frances Carrington 
 
Questions regarding submissions and content should be 
directed to Beth Hussey at (573) 808-6897 
 or eshussey@gmail.com.  
Submissions may be sent via email or mail to 655 North 
Route O, Rocheport, MO  65279. 
 

Submissions are due by the last day of the month before 
publication. 
Our website is www.cdcta.org for late-breaking news. 

Photographs should be submitted in JPEG format. 
 

For membership information, please contact Kim 
Krieckhaus at (573) 442-3039  
or email kimkrieckhaus.wpf@gmail.com. 
 

 
CDCTA Newsletter Ad Rates 
Members: 
Classifieds or business card sized ads: free 

Non-Members: 
Classified ads: $5/month   Business card ads: 
$6/month 
Full page ad: $20/month 
1/2 page ad: $15/month 
1/4 page ad: $10/month 
Make checks payable to CDCTA. 

 
The most experienced dressage instructor 

in Columbia is hitting the road! 
 

Lessons at your barn, on your horse are now 
available.  

 Contact Liz Hotchkiss 573-489-2927 for 
more information and to reserve your pre-

ferred time slot. 
 

FOR SALE: 
 

2014 Schleese Wave dressage saddle.  Super 
good condition, 17 1/2 inch seat, tree size is 3 
but is adjustable.  Fair Market value is $3395, 
selling for $3000 NEGOTIABLE; will also take 
payments!! This is such a comfortable saddle 
and I would love for someone to be enjoying it! 
Contact Tesa Sterchi  
573-819-3773 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 
February 16, 2019 
MHSA Awards Banquet 
 
February 17, 2019 
CDCTA  Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet NOTE 
DATE CHANGE!! If you signed up before, you are still 
signed up unless you let Lora know you can no longer at-
tend; if you havenôt signed up yet, look for the reserva-
tion form in this newsletter 
 
April 25-28, 2019 
Land Rover Kentucky Three Day Event in Lexington, 
KY 
Remember, our own Hinkson Valley Pony Club Games 
team has qualified for the prestigious Prince Phillip Cup, 
run during the three day event! 

Successful FEI dressage rider/trainer 
available for lessons/training in Dres-
sage, western Dressage, western 
pleasure and hunt seat pleasure.  Ex-
citing news!! Opening summer 2019 
new professional boarding, training 
and lesson facility. Contact Ann C. 
McGruder 573-489-1317 (text or call) 
now to reserve your space! 

NO MINUTES TO REPORT FROM JANUARY-NO MEETING ACTUALLY HAPPENED, THANKS TO 
THE THIRD-WORST SNOWSTORM EVER TO DUMP A LOAD OF THE WHITE STUFF ON COLUMBIA 
MISSOURI THE ACTUAL DAY OF OUR SCHEDULED AWARDS BANQUET! 
 
COME TO THE RE-SCHEDULED FEBRUARY MEETING AND WATCH THE NEWSLETTER FOR A 
FULL REPORT IN THE MARCH EDITION! 
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The Purple Pony would like to thank Kim Krieckhaus for her recent donations to our Bookmobile! 
 
Included in this treasure trove of knowledge are books on riding instruction including everything from games 
on horseback for beginner riders through advanced step-by-step exercises for skilled dressage riders working 
on their own.  
 
Also new to our collection thanks to Kim are books on the colors of horses and lots of equestrian business refer-
ence books, plus a wide variety of other tomes sure to entertain as well as inform you. 
 
Come browse our shelves the next time you see us and take home a book or several to broaden your mind and 
awaken your sense of adventure!  Watch this newsletter for updates on when the Purple Pony will appear next! 
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