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The wheelbarrow load  

Most of us heave a huge sigh of relief when the holidays are over.  I love Christmas, and the whole holiday sea-

son, but it does sort of take over your life for six weeks or so and there are so many social engagements, and 

visitors, and hubbub that by the time January 2nd comes around all I really want to do is curl up and sleep for 

about a month.   

 

This holiday was made a little more poignant by the loss of my mare Clamenza, which I alluded to in the last 

issue of the Load.  I couldnôt really bring myself to talk about it yet at the time...it was still too raw.  I still get a 

little lump in my throat when I go down to the barn to feed my two remaining boys; side by side black heads 

right now, with no shiny chestnut head in between them.  I have even lost a little bit of my riding gumption, 

even though Clammy hadnôt been my main riding horse for several years now. 

 

The loss of a treasured friend and partner is never easy, but if one can refer to the ending of a life as a ñgood 

deathò, then Clammy had one.  I found her in her stall, lying down as if sleeping.  The shavings werenôt dis-

turbed and thrown about, so I donôt think there was much of a struggle.  All my horses sleep lying down in 

their stalls at night.  I know because when I go down to feed them in the morning they are sprinkled with shav-

ings from head to toe as if they had been dipped in coconut flakes.  I think she laid down between her two sta-

ble buddies and went to sleep for the last time.  The boys were not traumatized or freaked out.  It was a lovely, 

unseasonably warm and dry day on December 3rd, and she had thoughtfully  positioned herself so that her 

body was relatively easy to remove from the stall, and in a fortuitous coincidence our friend and backhoe oper-

ator was just up the road on another job and was able to come down and dig her grave that same morning.   

 

As sad as that whole day was, I was buoyed up in my spirits by my ñdressage posseò, as Rich referred to them, 

who swooped in at my distress call and took care of the stuff that I was not up to doing.  Thank you my friends:  

Amy, Rosie, and Crystal.  You were the bright spots on a dark day.  And a big shout out to Brian King, whose 

kindness and attention to detail during the whole depressing grave-digging experience should be a lesson to 

funeral directors everywhere.  It canôt be easy to have four crying women telling you what they want you to do.  

He didnôt even blink an eye when we performed our final ritual:  I always bury my horses with their halter, and 

a bag of carrots, and one of the ribbons they won during their time with me.   

 

So many CDCTA members called or emailed me with condolences, and with memories of Clammy.  She was 

pretty special in her imperious chestnut-mare way.  She was a graded event horse, successful through the Inter-

mediate level; she won countless year end awards in MHSA, CDCTA, MACTA, as well as respectable national 

placings through the USEF, USEA, and USDF.  Kathy Walker Laramie, who rode Clammy in most of her im-

portant competitions, put a touching memorial up on Facebook.   

 

Horse ownership comes with unbelievable rewards, and sometimes seemingly unbearable sadness.  Many of 

you reading this have lost equine partners over the years, and if I do not mention them by name in this newslet-

ter, be assured it is only because I donôt know about them.  Please feel free to send me tributes, photos, obituar-

ies, etc. so that all of us may learn what it was about your horse that made him or her so special. 

 

All horses die too soon.  But the gifts they give us while they are here last forever. 

 

Wishing you the best in 2016-  Beth Hussey 
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FOR SALE 
LE PARCOUR BLACK DRESSAGE SADDLE  

WITH ALL FITTINGS:   

GIRTH, STIRRUPS, LEATHERS,  

VINYL CARRIER AND TWO SADDLE PADS 

мтέ {9!¢ 

$750 COMPLETE 

TRYOUT PERIOD AVAILABLE 

 WITH DEPOSIT 

CONTACT:  BETH HUSSEY 573-808-6897 
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Cold weather is coming.  For sale, winter breeches, sort of fleecy 

inside. Worn only a couple times. Size 30 long.  $35  

1200 denier med/heavy blanket.  New, never on horse. Size 78. 

$65.  Email Judy Owens at violet3@centurytel.net  or call 

573/445-5222. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CDCTA 

YEAR END AWARD WINNERS FOR 2015! 
 

First Level Dressage Champion   

 Karin Loftin and Feragamo 

 

Training Level Dressage Champion   

 Leah Strid and Topaz de Plata 

 

Introductory Level Dressage Champion  

 Leah Strid and La Malinche 

 

Beginner Novice Combined Test Champion  

 Marina McCoy-Hanson and Meeting Highlights 

 

Intro Eventer Horse Trials Champion  

 Marina McCoy-Hanson and Meeting Highlights 

 

mailto:violet3@centurytel.net
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Call for Nominations  

2016 officers of the  

 

COLUMBIA DRESSAGE AND COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION  

 

Please submit the names of individuals (humans, not horses) you would like to be 

considered for an office with CDCTA.  Please provide the individualõs name and 

reason for the nominations to Beth Hussey by mailing this form to: 655 North 

Route O Rocheport, MO  65279.  Nominations accepted up until the banquet, and 

even at the banquet! You  may also call her with your nominations at 573 -808 -

6897 or email eshussey@gmail.com  

 

SELF NOMINATIONS ARE WELCOME!!  

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SECRETARY 

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TREASURER 

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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A girl and her first 

horseé. 

 

They were together for 

only a few years.  She 

found him in the twilight 

of his life, when she was 

a budding teenager with 

an abiding love for all 

things equine. 

 

He took her to parades, 

and horse shows, and 

clinics, and trail rides. 

They went swimming in 

the pond and running 

through the fields. 

 

They were best friends 

and boon companions. 

MARMADUKE  

 

AND  

 

ALICEN  

HARRISON 

 

Farewell, my good 

friend.  Iôll remem-

ber you always.. 

 

Marmaduke died on 

Christmas Eve, 

2015, at the age of 

28.   
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Join Us   

Friday, Jan. 29th, 2016 at $Ȣ 2Ï×ÅȭÓ  
(1005 Club Village Drive, Columbia, 65202)  

for our annual  
CDCTA Awards Banquet 

 
Fun, Friends, Members, Significant Others, Appetizers, 
Buffet, 2015 Highlights, 2016 Goals, and of course 
Awards !!  
 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÏÕÔ         

To reserve your spot, send your $25/person (checks 
made to CDCTA) to Lora by Mon., Jan. 11 ! 

----------------------------------------------------------  
Please mail  checks to Lora Blair:          
2910 W. Akeman Bridge Rd., Columbia, MO 65202   

 
_________ persons attending @ $25 each = ____________ enclosed. 
 
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________ 

CDCTA  

AWARDS  

BANQUET  

 
FRIDAY, 
JAN. 29TH 
6:30 PM 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

January 29, 2016  

 

CDCTA Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet at D. Roweôs Restaurant in Columbia.  Look 

for reservation form in this newsletter! 

 

January 30, 2016 

 

MHSA Annual Meeting and Celebration of Champions Banquet at Peachtree Center in  

Columbia, MO  Contact Ted Webber at ted@tedwebber.com or call  573-819-9586 

 

November 30-December 3, 2016 

 

USDF Annual Convention in St. Louis, MO 

 

PHOTO BELOW: 

 

A whole different kind of horse race!  Fans of Marguerite Henryôs wonderful horse books 

(King of the Wind, Black Gold, Misty of Chincoteague) might recognize the excitement of 

the famous Siena, Italy pageant that is the Palio.  Different neighborhoods in the city spon-

sor horse and rider teams that race at top speed around incredibly sharp turns bareback.  

Looks like lots of fun to watch; maybe not such fun to participate! 


