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The wheelbarrow load  

City Horse, Country Horseé. 

 

I spent a lot of my young life riding the school bus.  We lived about eight miles from Fayette, and the bus made a big 

circle around our corner of the county, which meant that we were among the last kids to be picked up in the morning, but 

nearly the last to be dropped off in the evening.  Depending on which of the deep country kids was riding the bus that day 

(one little girl lived down a one-lane logging road and if we had to drop her off it added about thirty minutes to the trip)

we might not get home until close to four thirty in the afternoon.   

 

I was an avid reader and a very diligent student, but I have never been able to read in a moving vehicle, which means that 

doing homework or reading anything during the long journey was out of the question.  So I became very familiar with 

every twist and turn of the route, and the animals I saw on the way became friends of a sort.  I watched for the old bay 

horse that lived in a converted garage, and for the two ancient Saddlebreds with such pronounced swaybacks that they 

looked like the Lego horses you stick their little plastic riders in. 

 

Cows outnumbered horses but even so, about every third farm had at least one horse.  Most of them looked like they 

pretty much led the life of Riley; fat and sassy and hanging out in the sunshine.  I imagine they got ridden by kids and 

grandkids on the weekend, and maybe went on the occasional check-the-fence-line ride. 

 

Even in Fayette town proper there were horses.  A couple lived behind the Lutheran church, out by the city park.  Several 

houses near the outskirts of the town had a horse or pony living literally in the backyard; a quick hack past the co-op 

brought you to the Howard County Fairgrounds, with an arena and a (very old, almost indiscernible) half mile oval area 

that, rumor has it, was once used as a racetrack.  A nice house right on Church Street, which passes by Central Methodist 

College, had a little barn and pasture out back and several horses lived there over the years.  The pasture is gone now, 

replaced by a McDonaldôs. 

 

In Fayette horses and ponies may still be kept within the city limits, with no minimum acreage requirements.  In Colum-

bia, if you have an acre or more of ground you are allowed to keep a horse, but although there have been city horses over 

the years in various pockets of town, there are not many left.  Even if you can meet the acreage requirements you still 

have to deal with neighbors who are often not anxious to live next to a large beast that brings with it flies and manure 

piles.  I still keep an eye out for the random city horse though; high up on the hill, beyond campus and towards the Holly-

wood Theatres there is a beautiful horse property, with a lovely barn and (Iôve been told) even a few cross-country fenc-

es!  And down in the holler right down by the entrance to Twin Lakes Recreation Area, there was a cute little two-stall 

barn that housed a pinto and a little burro for many, many years.  That one is now gone, replaced by condos and duplex-

es. 

 

As towns and cities inexorably expand to meet the housing needs of more and more people, horses get squeezed out.  The 

suburban backyard horse is an endangered species; most people now take riding lessons at lesson barns rather than from 

their next-door neighbor with a couple of old ponies, and if the horse bug bites to the extent that they purchase their own 

equine, they are more likely to board the horse than to keep it at home. 

 

So itôs kind of sad to me that the next generation of kids walking through their neighborhoods will likely never see a 

placid horse head leaning over a fence, or a pair of old equine friends grazing peacefully in a little oasis in the suburbs.  It 

was always a window to another world for me, a touchstone that reassured me horses were everywhere and would always 

be everywhere.  Where will tomorrowôs kids be exposed to horses?  Will it only be in the pages of their young-adult fic-

tion?  Riding is great-but it is only a small fraction of what makes an interaction with a horse so special.  The special 

attunement that some children feel upon just seeing, or patting, a horse is the first step toward a lifetime of fulfilling in-

volvement with these magnificent creatures.   

 

I hope the city horses find their place in an increasingly urbanized world. 

  Until next time-    Beth Hussey 
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CDCTA Meeting Minutes:  February 22, 2016 @ Angeloôs Pizza & Steakhouse 

 

Meeting called to order at 19:36.  In attendance:  Jan Tracy, Kristen Anderson, Karen Atwill, Beth Hussey, 

Amy Stapleton, Leah Strid, Marina McCoy Hanson, Candace Kassel, Karin Loftin, Mary Frances Carrington, 

Kim Krieckhaus, Maggie Maginness, Tesa Sterchi, Audrey Plummer, and guest Myles Strid. 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve January minutes by Beth, seconded by Leah, and carried.  

Treasurerôs Report:  The account balance is currently $9,138.  CDCTA did not have to pay as much as usual 

for this year's awards banquet.  Motion to approve by Beth, seconded by Karin, and carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  The roster is currently at 26 members.  Be sure to encourage others to renew.  Let Kim 

know if someone is not receiving the newsletter.  Discussion.  Mary Francis won the free membership for refer-

ring new members. 

Education:  We will hopefully have an update from Lora Blair on the adult riding clinic at the next 

meeting.  Beth mentioned Janet Rettenmaier will probably not be able to do the TheraPlate demonstration dur-

ing our normal meeting time, but she would possibly be available on a Saturday afternoon.  Discussion ï the 

demonstration would be on a horse; could have her come for a March educational meeting.  Beth is unsure of 

her availability, but she will look into March 12th.  Jan mentioned Michael Beining will be doing a breeding 

and bloodlines talk at Landers Dressage in Liberty (near Kansas City) on March 5th.  It was also mentioned that 

Jana Wagner is giving a clinic at Stony Hill on the weekend of February 27th.  Her clinics are free to audit.  Jan 

mentioned if anyone is interested in watching Michael Beining, he gives very good lessons on body awareness 

ï contact Jan Tracy if interested.  Discussion of looking into Michael Beining as a potential clinician for the 

adult riding camp ï he does 3-day formats and requires a minimum of 8 people; Jan said he would probably 

have to be the only clinician present.  Kim asked Jan to look into his cost, availability, etc.  Jan also mentioned 

Elmar Schmiehusen will be at Landers Dressage on April 6-10 if anyone is interested in auditing.  There will 

be several notable riders attending, and the clinics are usually very auditor-friendly. 

Competitions:  The CDCTA Spring Dressage Schooling Show will be April 3rd at Fox Run.  Beth is 

still looking into judges.  Jan suggested the possibility of doing a show-clinic combination.  Discussion ï Beth 

mentioned it would probably not be best for the spring show.  Kim asked if CDCTA had payed MHSA yet this 

year.  Beth said she just received the check tonight to give to MHSA.  Tesa will assist with managing the spring 

show.  Discussion over volunteering.  Beth mentioned CDCTA needs to purchase more low-cost ($5-6) 

ñtrophiesò for the show.  Beth is open to suggestions for prizes.  Rosettes and ribbons will also be given.  The 

spring show is registered with the Thoroughbred Incentive Program.  Beth is applying for the TIP incentive for 

the Show-Me State Games, as well.  Beth said Rosy Erganian has nothing new to report on the fall show.  Beth 

also mentioned CDCTA won Dressage Show of the Year from MHSA for the Spring Dressage Schooling 

Show last year! 

Old Business:  Amy did not send the annual donation to USDF Region 4 yet because she still needs the ad-

dress. 

New Business:  The USDF Convention will be December 1-4 in St. Louis.  Many members have expressed 

interest in attending, so the club may have to vote on a delegate this year.  Beth suggested doing a large basket 

this year, such as a tack trunk.  Discussion ï the basket should represent CDCTA, local barns, etc., so it should 

include items like monogrammed visors, t-shirts, etc.; baskets are given as door prizes during the Board of 

Governors meeting.  Beth and Tesa offered to put together a basket.  Discussion over volunteering.  Kim men-

tioned an individual had inquired about the possibility of changing the meeting time.  Kim suggested having a 

few meetings held on the weekend throughout the year.  Discussion ï a forum of officers must be present to 

conduct a meeting, so changing the meeting time could be difficult; the current meeting time and place has had 

the largest turnout for CDCTA; several educational meetings are usually scheduled on weekends already.  A 

unanimous decision was made to keep the meeting time the same. 

Next Meeting:  Tentatively Saturday, March 12th.  Location TBD 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Beth and seconded by Jan at 20:14.   
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FULL CARE  STALL BOARD AVAILABLE 

Located ten minutes west of Columbia city limits, easy highway ac-

cess.   

 

198ôx 92ô outdoor riding arena with most-weather footing; 

Areas for hacking, hills for conditioning, stadium jumps and some 

cross country obstacles.  Trailer parking available; heated/air condi-

tioned tack room with refrigerator 

 

We feed Purina Strategy twice daily and mixed grass hay; hay is also 

available at all times in an outdoor horse-safe feeding ring.  We keep 

our horses on feed-through fly control during the fly season, and use 

fly predators and a misting system to keep our horses comfortable 

 

$350 per month, references required.  CDCTA members preferred. 

If you are interested, please contact 573-808-6897. 


