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Direct Rein 
Volume 20, #3 CDCTA Newsletter MARCH  2023 

  The wheelbarrow load 

Location:  Shelley and Dale Wagner’s farm at 3501 West Old 
Field Road Columbia, MO  65201.  Directions:  From West 
Nifong, at the roundabout, turn south on  S. Old Mill Creek 
Rd.  Turn right (west) on Old Field Rd.  Follow Old Field to 
the end - our barn is Off White with a blue roof.  There is a 
gravel driveway for the barn.  (Note:  There are 3 roundabouts 
on West Nifong.  We are the "middle" one - not the one at 
Mill Creek Elementary and not the one at Scott Boulevard). 
Cost:  Detailed on registration form.  Both auditors and riders 
must pre-register and pay in advance.  Non-CDCTA members 
are welcome but will pay a slightly higher fee.   
Please bring a lawn chair!  There will be a lunch plan but ex-
actly what it is will depend on the number of people who end 
up registering; but we will give you plenty of time to order, if 
that is what we end up doing; you are also perfectly welcome 
to bring your own lunch.  Only a half hour is allotted for 
lunch both days, so there won’t likely be time for you to go 
out and get something.  REGISTRATION FORM INSIDE 
THE NEWSLETTER!! 

Get ready for a whole new 
type of clinic!!! 

CDCTA is proud to  
announce that  
John Lyons,  

“The World’s Most Trusted 
Horseman”,  

will be in Columbia on  
Friday and Saturday, April 
7th and 8th.  Only five rid-
ing slots are available, and 
on Friday one horse and rid-
er will be used for the entire 
day.  So if you want to ride, 
you must fill out the entry 
form and submit it with 
payment.  First come, first 
served but we will keep a 
waiting list in case someone 
has to cancel. 
 
Much of the work is done 
from the ground, and John 
may ride your horse to 
demonstrate certain points.   
 
Saturday riders must attend 
the Friday session as audi-
tors, as they will build on 
those concepts during their 
ride time. 
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JOHN LYONS CLINIC 
Friday and Saturday, April 7 and 8, 2023 

Sponsored by Columbia Dressage and Combined Training Association 
To be held at Dale and Shelley Wagner’s farm  

3501 West Old Field Road Columbia, MO  65201. 
 

ENTRIES OPEN IMMEDIATELY FOR CURRENT CDCTA MEMBERS IN-
TERESTED IN RIDER SLOTS AND ARE FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.   
 
ON MARCH 15 RIDER SLOTS WILL BE OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC.  
WE WILL KEEP A WAITING LIST IN CASE OF CANCELLATIONS.  ALL 
RIDER ENTRY FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED WITH PAYMENT BY APRIL 
1ST, 2023. 
 
REGISTRATION FOR AUDITOR SLOTS WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL WE 
HAVE REACHED A MAXIMUM OF 40, BUT EARLY REGISTRATION IS EN-
COURAGED.  AUDITORS MUST ALSO PREPAY AT THE TIME OF REGIS-
TRATION.   
 
REGISTRATIONS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE UNLESS YOUR SPOT CAN BE 
FILLED FROM THE WAITING LIST; IF IT CAN, YOU WILL RECEIVE RE-
FUND OF FEES LESS A $10 CANCELLATION CHARGE. 
 
ALL REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED UPON RECEIPT; WE 
WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED OF RIDE TIMES AND LUNCH PLANS WHEN 
THOSE ARE AVAILABLE. 
 
Name of rider/auditor: 
 
Name of horse and level of training (if riding in clinic): 
 

Best phone number: 
 
 
Address: 
 

CDCTA Member for 2023?  Yes   No 
 
If not, you may join or renew your membership when you send in this form in or-
der to take advantage of CDCTA member pricing.  Membership forms are located 
on our website at www.cdcta.org. 
 

http://www.cdcta.org
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You may pay with check or Paypal.  Make checks payable to CDCTA; if you 
want to use Paypal for electronic payment use ColumbiaDCTA@gmail.com.  If 

you mail your entry (preferred) include your check and send it to:  Beth 
Hussey, 655 North Route O Rocheport, MO 65279.  You may also fax, 
email or screenshot a completed form to me at (respectively) 573-445-
0197; eshussey@gmail.com; or 573-808-6897.  With anything other 
than a mailed in entry I will need to make sure you have paid through 
Paypal before your entry is considered complete. 
 
 

COSTS: 
 
Friday rider cost (only one rider will be used on Friday for both morning 

and afternoon sessions, a total of about five and a half hours under saddle.  Actu-
al work done will be light and undemanding.  A patient horse is needed but not a 
super fit one. )  
 CDCTA MEMBER:  $275.00   NON-MEMBER: $300.00 
 
Friday rider does not pay an additional fee for auditing and may audit on Satur-
day at no additional charge.  Friday rider may also ride on Saturday with pay-
ment of the Saturday rider fee. 
 

Saturday rider cost ( four riders, each session to be 1 ½ hours private in-

struction.  Two morning and two afternoon sessions are available.  Time prefer-
ences will be taken into account but cannot be guaranteed. 
 
 CDCTA MEMBER:  $175.00   NON-MEMBER: $200.00 
 

Friday auditor cost:  
 
 CDCTA MEMBER: $100.00   NON-MEMBER: $120.00 
 

Saturday auditor cost: 
 
 CDCTA MEMBER:  $60.00   NON-MEMBER: $75.00 
 

Call Beth Hussey with any questions at 573-808-6897 (cell phone, leave a voice 
message so I can return your call if unavailable) or 573-445-4466 (work phone 

during weekdays will return call as soon as possible if you leave message). 

mailto:ColumbiaDCTA@gmail.com
mailto:eshussey@gmail.com


4  



5  

CDCTA 
meeting minutes 

2/15/23, Angel0’s-7:13-8:05  
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Audrey P, Anne B, Lora B, Teri B, Kim K, Alison L, Deb C, Lauren F, Karen A, Tesa S, Sonja M, (new member, welcome!)  
Minutes approved without opposition. 

Respectfully submitted, Teri Bauer, CDCTA Secretary 

Committee Reports 
 
Treasurer Report-Balance pending.  Need to transfer money to Central Bank ac-
count. Will have accurate balance at next meeting. 
 
Membership Report-25 members per Kim.   
 
Education:  
Volunteer shifts filled at this time for the World Cup in April. 
Survey was sent out, will have results at next meeting. 
Kim will do an educational presentation on Barn Safety at next month’s meeting at 
Lora’s.  
Teri brought up bringing Stacee Collier’s trainer, Kathy Pavlich, to do a clinic at 
SHF.   
Kim is going to the Maryal Barnett clinic in March and will share information. 
  
If anybody has information to share, they are encouraged to post on FB under 
the CDCTA FB page.  
Alison L volunteered to get information from the MO Horse Council to share with 
CDCTA members. 

Competitions-Planned for mid-late July at JCEC. Kim will be secretary, Lora, Beth 
and Teri managers.  May be able to ask Rosy E to partner with CDCTA for a Fall 
show? 
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This newsletter is published monthly by the Columbia Dressage and 
Combined Training Association. 
President: Audrey Plummer 
Vice President:  Lora Blair 
Secretary:  Teri Bauer  
Treasurer:  Anne Borgmeyer 
Member at Large: Kim Krieckhaus 
 
Questions regarding submissions and content should be directed to 
Beth Hussey at (573) 808-6897 or eshussey@gmail.com.  
Submissions may be sent via email or mail to 655 North Route O, 
Rocheport, MO  65279. 
 

Submissions are due by the last day of the month before publication. 
Our website is www.cdcta.org for late-breaking news. 

Photographs should be submitted in JPEG format. 
 

For membership information, please contact Kim Krieckhaus at 
(573) 442-8493. 

Don’t miss our upcoming education 
event!! 

 
To be held in conjunction with our 
monthly CDCTA business meeting on 
Wednesday, March 22 from 6:30 until 
8:30 p.m. at Lora Blair’s house. 
 
Kim Krieckhaus will present “On the 
Levels” for 2023, discussing the new 
USDF dressage tests and the directives 
given to judges regarding new or chang-
ing movements. 
 
Get a jump start on the season and learn 
what the judges are looking for and how 
to prepare your horse for successful 
competition. 
 
Please bring an appetizer to share...and 
BYOB. 
 
Contact Lora Blair for directions if 
needed. 
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If you have been fortunate enough to have an old horse, you have been fortunate indeed.  Here 
is a story about my old man.  Grandlee Thunder Rolls is his formal name but of course we call 
him Thunder.  If you are a Garth Brooks fan, you can already guess the age of my boy.  Thun-
der is officially 32 but when they are very young or very old, months start to count, in which 
case he will be 32 in June.  Thunder is a gelding that was raised on my Mom’s farm.  He is out 
of my home raised Park mare, Grandlee What A Show and my In-Hand Stallion, SFF South-
forks JR.  I might be taking a few liberties referring to Show as being my mare.  I mean, I was 
a kid and my parents bred and raised her but, I did get to compete with her in the Jr Exhibitor 
and Youth Park classes and we did well enough. 
 
Thunder’s big adventures have gone by the way side but the joy he brings is still shining 
bright.  Thunder recently spent several days at my sister’s barn because of the family doing 
some travel. When we returned, I walked to her place to get Thunder and bring him back 
home.  Now you need to understand that this is in southern Missouri where the hills can be fre-
quent and steep and the long half mile walk to her barn is quite tiring.  I walked straight into 
her barn and Thunder stuck his head out of the stall to see what was going on.  He hung out at 
the front of the stall until I had his halter and walked in the stall.  Apparently, at just that mo-
ment, there was something much more interesting at the end of his paddock than me.  Now it 
wasn’t that he was hard to catch, just a bit ornery and walking zig zags to the far end then 
stood patiently, like, “Oh, you wanted to catch me.  I understand now.”  Silly horse. 
I was planning a leisurely walk back home, since I had already made the trip once.  Thunder 
was not of the same mindset.  He was very excited to be heading home and started jig jogging.  
Yes, knee action and that little pause at the top of each stride, Kachunk, Kachunk.  This has 
him moving faster than his office working human. I end up cheating and holding on to his 
withers to be drug along with him.  It seemed like it could be a good solution. Since I was not 
providing any indication of where exactly we were to be walking, other than the general direc-
tion of down the road towards home, he kept moving further and further left putting me on the 
edge of the ditch. I would occasionally try to scold him and remind him to have some manners, 
walk rather than jig jog, and give me some space.  My efforts were pretty much in vain though.  
He was on his way home and a slow poke human was not interfering with his plans.   
 
I’m wheezing at this point because of the speed and vertical changes in topography but he did-
n’t care, he wanted to get home.  Occasionally I would manage to scold Thunder and push him 
over to give me better footing.  If I would have had any breath to spare, I would have shared 
the thought with Thunder that he would have gotten home much faster if I had hopped on his 
back rather than trudging beside him.  Now, I’m not sure if I would have gotten home as 
quickly as he would have since I suspect that he would have been tempted to canter down the 
steep hills.  When we finally got into the driveway at home, I was done.  There was nothing 
left and still a long walk down to the barn.  I flipped the lead rope over his back, pointed to-
wards the barn and said, “Alright Thunder, go to the barn.  I will catch up soon.”  He took off 
cantering towards the barn.  His knee action was fully level as he tossed his mane and covered 
ground straight to the barn and the feed bin.  
 
I can only hope that you are lucky enough to have an old horse and the luxury of allowing 
them to fully express their huge personality.  Their personalities get bigger and more entertain-
ing as they age and the memories and stories will stay with you for the rest of your life. 
 
Submitted by Sonja McDanel 
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It takes a while to get these words on a page. Here is my obituary for one of the world’s greatest 
horses. 
 

For the Love of Pete 
April 1991-January 2023 

 

He came to me 31 years (almost 32) years ago as a mostly halter broke yearling. His registered 
name was Arrow’s Sun Gold (Beth said it sounded like a variety of tomato!). He ended up as 
Pete. How we arrived at that barn name is a grand story for another time. He was just Pete. And 
he just was. We had just bought the farm and I was desperate for a horse. In those days horses 
were actually hard to get and expensive, so he was all we could afford. I overestimated my 
skills and dedication to our grand future. Pete actually ended by exceeding them all, just not the 
way I thought he would. I actually got him under saddle and rode him around a few times. But I 
never could get any further, so time passed and he just was. He was easy, friendly, sound, and 
pretty (a gorgeous white with very few markings for an Appaloosa, which was why he was only 
$350). My very first horse was an all white mare. I have never met a horse who was mostly am-
bivalent to what was going on around him. He didn’t strongly love, hate, worry, or mourn. He 
just was. He was a mentor and friend to all the creatures great and small who came to live with 
us and who then left us. There were many. Delilah and Milo, and Herschel the dog are still with 
us. Pete just got along with all of them, he even won over Heartbreak who wanted to kill him. 
He did that by just being Pete. When the flighty Thoroughbreds would freak out yelling “What 
is it? What is it?” Pete would say, “Nothing, you dopes.” It was great.  
I was his human. He really did not know another human but me. We had a special bond. I loved 
him and he loved me in his “don’t really care that much” way. Once in the early years, I headed 
out to feed him and his pal, Sassy the donkey. It was just before dawn on a cold, frosty, winter 
day. As I reached the barn lot and they came over to get breakfast, the sun crested the horizon 
and the world lit up like a fairy land. Pete raised his head as I stood next to him, and we both 
sighed at the same time. I set the bucket down, laid my hand on his shoulder, and we watched 
the glittering world around us for a moment. I knew this was a worth being late to work for. All 
these many years later I have never forgotten.  
 
Not very many of us are lucky enough to have a horse in their life for 31 (almost 32) years. I 
miss him every day. He gave me the greatest gift of all. He laid down in his favorite spot in the 
field sometime after trotting up, talking to me, and munching down his old man dinner. He al-
ways got his white muzzle covered with green goo and loved it. I did not have a sleepless night 
since he was happy and good when I went to bed. And then he was gone. Died on his own 
terms, in his own pasture. We buried him a few feet away. When your horse gets to be this old 
you really think about the end a lot. In my case for several years. I decided to pack up almost all 
of my old ribbons when we moved into the new house and save them to bury with Pete. (Beth 
and I have a tradition of burying things with our critters, like the ancient Egyptians). I kept 
some of the best ones, but there must have been 50 of them that I put in a box and saved and 
saved and saved. Then the day finally came. I buried him with a bucket full of his breakfast and 
covered him with ribbons. Pete never won a ribbon for his performance in the ring, but he won 
all of them. He started my journey as an adult in the horse world. I will forever be grateful. I 
still reach for the red bucket that was his every day. I hope I never stop doing that. Goodbye old 
friend. Long May You Run.  
 

Submitted by Amy Stapleton 
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Upcoming Area Events: 
 

March 2023 
 
5: SLADS On the Levels Presentation at National Equestrian Cen-

ter 
 
22: CDCTA Educational Meeting 6:30-8:30 at Lora Blair’s 
 
25-26: Dressage Schooling Show at WWU 
 
April 2023: 
 
4-8:  Dressage/Show Jumping World Cup in Omaha, NE   
 
7-8:  John Lyons Clinic sponsored by CDCTA at Shelley Wagner’s.  
Look for registration form/more info elsewhere in this newsletter! 
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Columbia Dressage & Combined Training Association  
2023 Membership Form 
 
CDCTA is a United States Dressage Federation (USDF) Group Member Organization  
(GMO). By joining CDCTA you are becoming a Group member of the USDF. $20 of your CDCTA dues are for-
warded to the USDF as GMO membership dues.($11 for additional members in family) 
 

Membership year runs December 1-November 30.  Dues are payable in October. 
 

Individual Membership:     $45/year 
 

Family Membership:    $45/year plus $30.00 for additional member residing at  
same address. Please list all members included  (use additional sheets if needed). 
 

Name(s)______________________   _________________________ 
 
 

Address __________________________ 
 

City ___________________________  State______________   Zip____________ 
 

Phone Number (s)   ____________________     _____________________ 
 

E-mail __________________________________ 
NOTE:  We send our monthly newsletters out by email.  Please check here if you would prefer to receive a mailed 
copy._____________________Did someone refer you for membership?_________________________________ 
 

I am We are occasionally asked to share our membership list with persons or corporations  
with items of possible interest to our members.  
Please circle one:        DO      DO NOT      include my name on this list. 
Make check payable to CDCTA and mail to: 
Kim Krieckhaus, Membership Chair 
2202 West Williams Road 
Sturgeon, MO  65284 

COLUMBIADCTA 
 

DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 

Beth Hussey 
655 North Route O 
Rocheport, MO 65279 

NEXT MEETING:   Wednesday, March 22 from 6:30–8:30 
pm.  Kim Krieckhaus will present “On the Levels” about 
the new dressage tests.  Bring an appetizer to share! 


