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  The wheelbarrow load 

The only thing I might like as much as being with horses is…. 
 
Reading about horses!! 
 As we enter the long lazy summer season, between trying to keep our horses cool and 
still in work, and bringing in hay for the season, you might find yourself drawn to a shady cor-
ner on the porch, or a floatie in a crystal clear pool.  When you do, what could be better than  a 
book in your hands, and preferably one about horses? 
 A few years ago when I was in a riding and showing lull, and trying to find something to 
do with my newly purchased and hardly used horse trailer, I started up the Purple Pony Book-
mobile.  Basically, it was a way to store my hundreds of horse books and try to introduce other 
people to the wide variety of equestrian literature out there.  I never really found the niche I 
was looking for, and I was thwarted by the logistics of loaning out precious books with no 
good way to ensure that they found their way back to me.  After losing three books that were 
like old friends (one was actually signed for me by Jimmy Wofford himself!!), I sort of gave up 
the idea that I could do the outreach I wanted to do and still retain the volumes that meant so 
much to me.  Right now the Purple Pony sits in my barnyard, a time capsule that is waiting for 
me to activate when my horse situation allows me to once again load up and drive off to a show 
or clinic.   
 The library portion of the trailer still calls to me, and when I find myself with no other 
pressing duties, especially if it is a nice day and I can lay by the pool, I go and pick out a book 
and lose myself in the always fascinating world of the horse.  The great thing to me about read-
ing is that even if the book you choose is not setting out to teach you something, you will learn 
anyway.  Incidental context from books I read as a child shaped my idea of how horses should 
be groomed, handled, ridden, and appreciated.   
 There are many classic equestrian stories and novels:  Black Beauty, The Red Pony, Na-
tional Velvet….the list is long and varied.  Newer franchises have popped up to engage young-
er readers and riders from a more modern time (the Saddle Club series).  There are books that 
will speak to horse lovers of any age or experience level, and there is no better time than this to 
unearth a book that you loved as a child, or find a new one that will let you lose yourself in a 
different time and place.   
 I would love to know which books our members have chosen, or recommended to oth-
ers. If you have a favorite that you would like to revisit, I may have a copy you can borrow!  At 
any rate, we might be able to compile a list of titles that can kindle (or rekindle) that spark of 
excitement that happens when you read a book that really, really speaks to you.   
 
I will start things off with three of my favorites, elsewhere in this newsletter...and I hope all of 
you reading this will email me with a few of yours as well.  That way all of us will have a road 
map of reading material that can start us down a new road of knowledge and adventure!! 
 
 Looking forward to hear what moves you-  Beth Hussey 
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TACK SALE!! 

 
To be held at Stacee Collier’s Dressage at 
Stony Hill Farm in conjunction with the 

Wick Hotchkiss clinic.  Ten percent of all 
proceeds from sale will go to the  

CDCTA. 
 

For more information about selling your 
own tack,  

contact Stacee at  
staceecollier@hotmail.com or call her at 

775-351-8093. 
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CDCTA Meeting Agenda 
 
Date:  May 14th, 2024 at Angelo’s in Columbia, Mo. 
Participants:  Kim Krieckhaus, Karen Atwill, Deb Carter, Josette Clark, Lauren Fritz, 
Shelley Wagner, Nicole Clarkson, Ali Aitken, Stacee Collier, Teri Bauer 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05. 
 
Next month there is a conflict so the meeting date has been changed to June 4th at 7:00 
at Angelo’s in Columbia, Mo. 
Treasurer’s report indicates there is $6490.78 in the main account.  The Liz Hotchkiss 
account currently has $1631.14. 
 
CLINICS 
The Wick Hotchkiss clinic has 7 rides confirmed at meeting time.   
Julie Wolford clinic has 5 confirmed entries after only being posted for one day.  Clin-
ic entry forms for either clinic are online through the CDTCA website. The file is also 
available through Facebook. 
 
SHOW COMMITTEE 
Lauren has confirmed show date with Teri of Amulette.  Beth is taking care of the in-
surance and contacting MHSA. 
It was recommended that the Dressage court be taken to Amulette earlier than usual so 
there is time to get the positioning right.  Lauren Fritz and Ali Aitken offered to help. 
Suggestions for additional money making opportunities in conjunction with the clinics 
are needed.  A tack sale was suggested and accepted to take place during the Wick 
clinic.  10% of the sales will go to the club. 
Suggestions that are being considered for the Julie Wolford clinic include, Silent Auc-
tion, Raffle tickets?  Does anyone have connections to acquire a big prize for this 
idea?  Pony club to do Lunch as a fund raiser?  Audit charges will be $10 per day or 
$15 for the weekend. 
 
OTHER COMMITTEES 
Unmounted clinic.  The Rehab facility was interested in the ideas of hosting a learning 
opportunity for the club.  More details will be worked out, including if there will be a 
fee.  They will be looking for a date in mid-August for this clinic. 
We have 37 members so far this year.  Last year there were 38. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
It was suggested that the club get together to volunteer to help clean and paint jumps 
for Amulette Farm prior to our club events.  No date has been determined at this time. 
Kim Krieckhaus announced that she will be retiring from membership chair.  Josette 
Clark offered to take over the position.  They will get together to discuss the require-
ments of the position and to turn over documents. 
 
Meeting ended at 7:35    Submitted by Sonja McDanel, secretary 
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Upcoming Area Events: 
 
 
June 1, 2024— Sunny Oak Farm Horse Show in Rocheport, MO 
 
June 4, 2024-CDCTA Business meeting at Angelo’s Steakhouse 7 p.m. 
 
June 11, 2024—Saddle Fitting Clinic at Stacee Collier’s Stony Hill Farm (look 
for more information in this newsletter) 
 
June 21-23, 2024  - Wick Hotchkiss Dressage Clinic (look for more information 
elsewhere in this newsletter!) 
 
July 27-28, 2024- (tentative)-Eventing clinic with Julie Wolfert at Amulette 
Farms (look for entry form elsewhere in this newsletter!!) 

 
This newsletter is published monthly by the Columbia Dressage and Combined  
Training Association. 
 
President:  Stacee Collier  staceecollier@hotmail,com 
Vice President:  Ali Aitken  aaherron4@gmail.com 
Secretary:   Sonja McDanel sonjalmcdanel@gmail.com 
Treasurer:   Anne Borgmeyer anborgme@gmail.com 
Member at Large:  Teri Bauer  terivititoe@gmail.com 
 
Questions regarding submissions and content should be directed to Beth Hussey at (573) 808-6897.  
or eshussey@gmail.com.  Submissions may be sent via email or mail to 655 North Route O, Roche-
port, MO  65279.  Submissions are due by the last day of the month before publication.  Our web-
site is www.cdcta.org for late-breaking news, or check our Facebook page. 
Photographs should be submitted in JPEG format.  For membership information, please  
contact Kim Krieckhaus at (573) 442-3039 or email krieckhausk@gmail.com. 

As promised:  here are your Editor’s Choice books to get the conversation going!! 
 
Best Fiction:  “The Chestry Oak”, by Kate Seredy.  This one is also a favorite of event rider and English 
professor Denny Emerson.  It is a lyrical novel set in a Hungary that is being destroyed from within by 
the machinations of the Axis powers in the lead-up to World War 2.  Suitable for young adults, it is riv-
eting for adults as well, and if the ending doesn’t make you well up with tears and a huge lump in your 
throat, then you are a cyborg. 
 
Best Instructional Book:  “Schooling for Young Riders”, by John Richard Young.  So much information, 
and some no-holds-barred opinions that resonate with me fifty years after reading it for the first time.  
He doesn’t sugar coat things but he is a horseman to his bones. 
 
Best Mystery Series:  Any and all by the incomparable Dick Francis.  It seems almost unfair that some-
one could be equally gifted as a steeplechase jockey and a writer, but he is.  Choose from over twenty 
novels, all different, and each one with something to teach us about subjects from glass-blowing to 
filmmaking, but always with a horsey twist. 
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Columbia Dressage & Combined Training Association  
2024 Membership Form 
 
CDCTA is a United States Dressage Federation (USDF) Group Member Organization  
(GMO). By joining CDCTA you are becoming a Group member of the USDF. $20 of your CDCTA dues are for-
warded to the USDF as GMO membership dues.($11 for additional members in family) 
 

Membership year runs December 1-November 30.  Dues are payable in October. You may pay by check made out 
to CDCTA or through Paypal at ColumbiaDCTA@gmail.com. 
 

Individual Membership:     $45/year 
 

Family Membership:    $45/year plus $30.00 for additional member residing at  
same address. Please list all members included  (use additional sheets if needed). 
 

Name(s)______________________   _________________________ 
 
 

Address __________________________ 
 

City ___________________________  State______________   Zip____________ 
 

Phone Number (s)   ____________________     _____________________ 
 

E-mail __________________________________ 
NOTE:  We send our monthly newsletters out by email.  Please check here if you would prefer to receive a mailed 
copy._____________________Did someone refer you for membership?_________________________________ 
 

I am/ We are occasionally asked to share our membership list with persons or corporations  
with items of possible interest to our members.  
Please circle one:        DO      DO NOT      include my name on this list. 
Make check payable to CDCTA and mail to: 
Kim Krieckhaus, Membership Chair 
2202 West Williams Road 
Sturgeon, MO  65284 

COLUMBIADCTA 
 

DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 

Beth Hussey 
655 North Route O 
Rocheport, MO 65279 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, June 4 at 7 p.m. at Angelo’s 
Steakhouse.  Yes, we know it’s a week earlier than usual but 
our illustrious leader has a previous engagement  on our 
regular day...but come on out and join us anyway! 


