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I have just returned from a whirlwind last-minute vacation to beautiful Branson, Missouri. Not a destination I necessarily would have chosen but one for which my long-time friend, sorority sister and
fellow horseperson Laurel had a week’s condo access. She had never been to the Ozarks and thought
it might be fun to meet up for a few days and Do Branson, so to speak.
Turns out you can Do Branson in much less than a week, depending on your tolerance for uplifting
pop/country mashup entertainment and all you can eat buffets. So by the time I arrived she was desperate for company and ready to find some adventures. Laurel is my most active friend and a former
Air Force officer and her ideal vacations consist of things like skiing above the treeline and kayaking
through jungles. My ideal vacations involve basking like a lizard in some tropical paradise with an
ocean and a fruity rum drink near to hand.
It is good to have a friend stretch you in different directions though and so I dutifully went hiking the
first day and spent the evening watching one of the shows on the strip. Afterwards we found an Irish
pub and had a drink while she told me the plan for the next morning which could involve either a) a
yoga class or b) blasting things with a shotgun at the local shooting academy. You can probably
guess which one I would have chosen but Laurel can be very persuasive and so I found myself at ten
the next morning not performing downward facing dog but instead rather tentatively holding the only
gun I have ever held in my life.
I shot the twelve gauge gun three times: first into the ground, second into who knows where, and
third (miracle of miracles!) right dag nab center of the whirling plastic disk, blasting it into smithereens. I figured I should quit while I was ahead, and although shooting most likely will not become an
enthusiasm of mine I felt accomplished and happy that I could still learn a new skill at my advanced
age. Laurel, of course, was pinging plastic fake birds literally right and left, as they were releasing
two and then three at a time for her; but hey, she’s been doing it for a lot longer.
We spent the afternoon at the local outlet mall in what can only be described as a quintessential Missouri two-fer: shootin’ and shoppin’. Later that evening we swooped along the twisty mountain
roads singing to the soundtrack from the Rocky Horror Picture Show until we found our destination:
the Cheeky Monkey, local watering hole and barbecue joint. We had some decent barbecue and some
monkey-themed cocktails and rocked out to a middle-aged heavy metal cover band and the next day
we both got back on the road and headed our separate ways to home and horses.
There is something to be said for stretching yourself, whether in your riding career or in your every
day life. I arrived home Saturday evening after a grueling rain-soaked drive, renewed and ready to
start working again with my horses after a few days off. Stretching our horses benefits them as well
and with new respect for the change in outlook that can be worked by learning a new skill or doing
something different, I skipped the brushing boots and lunging and took Rusty straight out to the trails
this morning. The weather was pleasant, the bugs at a low drone, and it was the perfect day to ride.
Rusty and I both enjoyed walking the fence perimeter and feeling the softness of the turf underfoot...although he carefully avoided puddles and soggy areas. Yes yes I know, we will have to work
on those things in the future but that is a lesson for another day. Today was about fun, and appreciation for the world we live in and the life we have.
I guess if vacations are supposed to be about renewal and increased hope and positivity about the future, well then: mission accomplished Branson! Here’s to shootin’ and shoppin’, or whatever turns
out to be your renewal experience this summer.
Until next time1

Beth Hussey

Memories of Mozie……
Above, schooling at Longview Horse Park with Mackie Blair in the irons
Below, Editor’s best guess is this is a schooling one day horse trial at Heritage Park...but I could
be wrong. Mackie Blair is again the pilot and both photographs were taken by Lora Blair.
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Mozie’s Dancer, submitted by Amy Stapleton
We lost Mozie on August 6, 2018. Mozie was owned by Lora Blair at Fox Run Farms and was
evented by Mackie Blair. He was a huge (17.3 hand) Dark Bay Thoroughbred with a white star.
He was one of the first Low Rent Ranchers. He lived with us for more than 10 years and touched
almost all of the horses that have stayed with us. Mozie had a bad heart (which is why he retired), but it was made of gold. Many, many vet students got to hear his crazy heartbeat. And
then they would get quizzed! So he taught them all. Mozie was one of the gentlest giants I have
ever known. When he first arrived he was really not sure of the plan. He seemed like Oliver
Twist. “This is not my beautiful house” he seemed to say. The first really cold night Lora had to
run over in the dark and bring him his blanket. He loved his “binky” and would nicker at you
and put his head down so you could put it on. That never ceased to crack me up. Once he figured
out that he could pretty much go wherever he wanted any time he wanted, he embraced it wholeheartedly. He did this head bop thing and sang his “rap” song every time you came to feed. He
would stick his head out of the window in his room and rap for his meals. It was hilarious. When
he galloped in at feed time his hooves thundered louder than the others. Cash always won, but
Mozie could shake the ground. Speaking of Cash, we lost him a few weeks before Mozie. They
were the best of buddies. Cash and Mozie were the swim team. They would swim across the pond
together like a synchronized dance. It was something to see. The both were dark bay with white
stars. When I would go to the barn at night you could just see their stars peeking out of the barn.
They became the Star Babies. Delilah has a star too so she joined the Star Baby Club. Mozie’s
big, broken, heart of gold watched over baby Fiona and her mom Splash when they were in the
witness protection program at Low Rent Ranch (long story, bad divorce). When Delilah came
home from her very long recoup from surgery, she was very depressed and I worried she was not
going to recover mentally. Until I watched Mozie hug her. He literally wrapped his body and
that big old head around her and pulled her close. The light in her eyes came back and she was
healed. It was beautiful and still brings tears to my eyes. I truly believe Mozie saved her life.
Thanks Mozie. He always let the tiny donkey walk underneath him which was a sight to see. And
he was a great friend to good old Pete. Grazing beside him in the sun and napping together in the
barn. Mozie taught Heartbreak how to chill. She was a bit stressed out when she came to live
with us. She had stayed with us before when her baby was weaning, so the gang all knew her.
But this time she was pretty stressed out. Good old Mozie sidled right up to her and blew a horse
kiss on her nose. He let her eat beside him in his “room” in the barn. She would startle at the
slightest sound and run out of the barn if a deer walked through the woods acres away. Good old
Mozie just ignored her and made that cooing sound horses do. She is a different horse today and
much of that is because that big old, broken-hearted horse just kept still and calm through all
her antics. After Mozie was put down Heartbreak stood guard over his body. After she said good
-bye she went in and touched nosed with Delilah and Pete. I think she told them it was okay and
that he was gone. That image will forever be in my mind’s eye. They grieve and they let go. Pretty chill way to handle life, don’t you think? Good bye Mozie. Your big old, broken, golden heart
will never be forgotten. Long May They Run.
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EDITOR’S NOTE:
My bad! Yours truly forgot to include the minutes from the
July meeting in the August newsletter. They are included in
this newsletter on the page following this one.
CDCTA Meeting Minutes: August 20, 2018
Meeting called to order at 7:46 p.m.
In attendance: Leah Strid, Mary Frances Carrington, Kelsey Fisher, Tesa Sterchi, Judy Owens, Cynthia
Smith, Amy Stapleton, Karen Atwill, Beth Hussey, Kim Krieckhaus, Bill Wise and Rosy Erganian
Approval of Minutes: Beth made the motion to approve the July meeting minutes, Tesa seconded the
motion and all were in favor.
Treasurer's Report: The account balance is $5869.80. The $91.00 difference discussed last month was
clarified as paying for the Spring Show CT classes.
Committee Reports:
Membership: The CDCTA is currently at 33 members.
Communications: Charles dropped off the Weebly info. This account renews every 3-4 years and
control will be transferred to Amy to make payments easier. The showbill and entry form are posted
online, but a new one will be posted to correct the CT Dressage class listed.
Special Events: Rosy will schedule a meeting with an associate at Stephens College to discuss
possible plans for the 30th anniversary celebration. The Fall Show is coming up and volunteers are still
needed. Rosy will be the course designer this year. Tesa made a motion to pay Rosy $150 for taking on
the task of course designer, Cynthia seconded the motion and it passed. Beth will order the High Score
ribbons for the show.
Education: The grant was received for the Centered Riding Clinic. Thank you to Mary Frances
and Leah for submitting! The price for the Clinic, on October 13-14, has been dropped to $125.00. It will
be held at Just Cruising, formerly Fox Run.
Old Business: A photo from Leah was sent in for the USDF GMO photo awards, articles written by Kelsey
and Karin were submitted for awards and Liz Hotchkiss was nominated for Region IV volunteer of the
year.
Next meeting will be held at Angelo's on September 24 at 7:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting by Beth and seconded by Tesa at 8:24 p.m.
Thanks again to Beth for hosting the meeting!
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CDCTA Meeting Minutes: July 16, 2018
Meeting called to order at 7:38 p.m.
In attendance: Karin Loftin, Beth Hussey, Mary Frances Carrington, Leah Strid and Candace Kassel
Approval of Minutes: Beth made the motion to approve the June meeting minutes, Karin seconded the
motion and all were in favor.
Treasurer's Report: The account balance is $5,869.08. The report was electronically submitted by Amy.
We need to clarify the totals from last month to this, 5,981.02 in June to 5,869.08 in July.
Committee Reports:
Membership: The CDCTA is at around 32 members.
Communications: The website issue was with Weebly and was a company/sitewide issue. It is
currently fixed, but ownership needs to be transferred so that we have all the rights to make any
changes needed. The domain will expire this year and ownership can be transferred at that time. We
can discuss the renewal, 1 year or 4 years, at the next meeting in August.
Special Events: Rosy and Beth are setting up a meeting with Stephens College to further discuss
the use of their facilities for our 30th year celebration. Another option for the timing of our celebration
was around the Boone County Stable Tour. The Stable Tour was asked to include an opportunity for
participants to ride, so it may be possible for us to get involved with that by providing the riding option.
Competitions: There has been an interest shown for Western Dressage in the Fall Show at Sunny
Oak Farm. This class should be offered, but we will have that confirmed by Rosy. Kim Krieckhaus will be
the secretary for the Fall CDCTA Show. New venues are being looked at for possible show(s) in 2019.
Barns talked about were the Mid-Mo Riding Center, Stony Hill Farm, Vintage Hill and hopefully someday
the Boone County Fairgrounds will again be open for horse events.
Education: The application has been sent for the Centered Riding Clinic by Mary Frances and
Leah. We should hear about that soon. Just Cruising Equestrain Center and JoJo Kyger will be added as
the new name and owner of Fox Run for the Carol Wilson Clinic on October 13-14.
Old Business: Beth will nominate Liz Hotchkiss for the Volunteer of the Year Award for USDF Region 4
and Leah will send in an entry for the best photo.
New Business: N/A
Motion to adjourn meeting by Beth and seconded by Mary Frances at 8:20 p.m.

The most experienced dressage instructor
in Columbia is hitting the road!
Lessons at your barn, on your horse are now
available.
Contact Liz Hotchkiss 573-489-2927 for
more information and to reserve your preferred time slot.
5

CDCTA FALL DRESSAGE SCHOOLING SHOW AND COMBINED TEST
8:00 AM

Saturday, September 15, 2018

Closing date: September 8, 2018

(classes may not be held in order listed)
Judge:

Debbie Hubbard, Lake St. Louis, MO

To be held at Sunny Oak Farm, Rocheport, MO

DRESSAGE CLASSES: (MAY BE SPLIT AT MANAGER’S DISCRETION)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6,

2015 USDF Intro Level Test A
2015 USDF Intro Level Test B
2015 USDF Intro Level Test C
Training Level Test One
Training Level Test Two
Training Level Test Three

7. First Level Test One
8. First Level Test Two
9. First Level Test Three
10. Second Level Test of Choice
11. Western Dressage Test of Choice
12. Pas de Deux

COMBINED TEST CLASSES (MAY BE SPLIT AT MANAGER’S DISCRETION)
1CT.
2CT.
3CT.
4CT.

Green as Grass
Intro Eventer
Beginner Novice
Novice

2015 USDF Intro Test A, crossrails only, not timed
USEA 2018 BN Test A, max height 2’, not timed
USEA 2018 BN Test B, max height 2’6”, not timed
USEA 2018 Novice Test A, max height 2’11”, not timed

Courses are easy; good for first time at the level
Dressage in large and small arenas on grass; stadium jumping in grass field; warmup on grass
DIRECTIONS: Take I-70 Drive West to Midway (Exit 121). Go 4 miles on Highway 40 to Route J. Turn right on
Route J (north) and go two miles to Rocheport Gravel Road. Turn left on Rocheport Gravel Road; the farm is 1 ½
miles down the road. Bear left at the “T” intersection; road then curves right. Our farm is on the top of the hill,
look for “Horse Show” signs. Questions? 573-356-3877 (Rosy)
THIS IS AN OFFICIAL THOROUGHBRED INCENTIVE PROGRAM (TIP) SHOW. IF YOUR THOROUGHBRED IS REGISTERED WITH TIP AND YOU PROVIDE THAT INFORMATION ON YOUR ENTRY FORM,
YOU WILL BE IN THE RUNNING FOR SPECIAL AWARDS PROVIDED BY THE JOCKEY CLUB FOR THE
HIGHEST-SCORING THOROUGHBRED IN EACH DIVISION OF COMBINED TEST AND AT EACH DRESSAGE LEVEL. AWARDS VARY BUT ARE ALWAYS NICE, AND THE ROSETTES ARE BEAUTIFUL!
This newsletter is published monthly by the Columbia
Dressage and Combined Training Association.
President:
Leah Strid
Vice President:
Kelsey Fisher
Secretary:
Candace Kassel
Treasurer:
Amy Stapleton
Member at Large:
Mary Frances Carrington
Questions regarding submissions and content should be
directed to Beth Hussey at (573) 808-6897
or eshussey@gmail.com.
Submissions may be sent via email or mail to 655 North
Route O, Rocheport, MO 65279.
Submissions are due by the last day of the month before
publication.
Our website is www.cdcta.org for late-breaking news.

Photographs should be submitted in JPEG format.
For membership information, please contact Kim
Krieckhaus at (573) 442-3039
or email kimkrieckhaus.wpf@gmail.com.
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Closing date for the fall show is past….but don’t worry, late entries will be accepted if space is available.
If you already entered, DOUBLE CHECK which test
you will be riding in the combined test. A change
was necessary for the dressage test used in the
Starter/Intro Eventer division in order to be in line
with new USEA division rules and this changed the
test used for the BN division as well.

CDCTA Newsletter Ad Rates

Members:
Classifieds or business card sized ads: free

Non-Members:

Classified ads: $5/month Business card ads:
$6/month
Full page ad: $20/month
1/2 page ad: $15/month
1/4 page ad: $10/month
Make checks payable to CDCTA.

RULES AND REGULATIONS:
1. Except where noted, USEF/USDF and MHSA rules will apply.
2. The 2015 USDF/USEF tests will be used for Classes 1-10 and for CT Classes 1 and 2. We are
offering a limited number of the official USEF 2017 Western Dressage tests. Copies of these
tests, as well as specifications for attire, etc. may be found on the USEF website. Please bear
with us as this concept is still new and will undoubtedly have some bugs to work out! The 2018
USEA tests will be used for classes 3CT and 4CT.
3. All tests to be ridden in a plain snaffle.
4. First place prize and ribbons through sixth place for all classes. High score rosettes given to
the highest score achieved at Introductory, Training, First and Western dressage, and to the
best overall (lowest penalty score) of all the Combined Tests offered.
5. A negative Coggins test, dated within one year, must be submitted with entry or must accompany each horse arriving on the grounds EVEN IF YOUR HORSE IS STABLED ON THE
PREMISES.
6. RIDE TIMES: Will be emailed to all entrants who provide email address, or call Kim after 8
p.m. on Wednesday, September 12 at 573-442-3039.

7. NO DOGS PLEASE!
8. Casual attire is appropriate, but breeches, boots and hard hats are mandatory.
9. NO STABLING IS AVAILABLE AT SUNNY OAK FARMS.
10. No entries will be scheduled until check is in show manager’s hands. Late entries will be accepted after closing date until show is full for an additional $10 late fee per entry. SHOW IS
OUTDOORS AND PARKING IS IN A FIELD. SUSTAINED HEAVY RAINS PRIOR TO OR
ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW WILL RESULT IN CANCELLATION. IF SHOW IS CANCELED, YOUR CHECK WILL BE RETURNED. IF SHOW IS CANCELED, SHOW MANAGER WILL NOTIFY ALL ENTRANTS BY CELL PHONE BEFORE 7 A.M. ON SEPTEMBER 15.
11. PLEASE NOTE: BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH, DRINKS AND SNACKS!! NO CONCESSIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE GROUNDS.
A FRIENDLY REMINDER: Remember that the maximum number of classes/tests a horse may be
used for is three. A single CT division counts as one class.
NOTE NEW REFUND POLICY: Entries may be canceled for any reason prior to midnight on
closing date. Refund of all fees, less a $10 office fee, will be mailed to you. AFTER MIDNIGHT
ON CLOSING DATE NO REFUNDS FOR ANY REASON!!
Please note: CDTA WILL CHARGE A $10 FEE FOR CHECKS THAT ARE RETURNED FOR
ANY REASON
Volunteers are needed to work at the show as scribes, scorers and jump crew! Remember CDCTA
members: to receive CDCTA year-end awards you must fulfill volunteer requirements. Please
contact Rosy Erganian at 573-356-3877 or email thesunnyoak04@gmail.com.
SUNNY OAK FARM WILL ALSO BE HOSTING A HUNTER/JUMPER SHOW ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 16 AT THE SAME VENUE. CONTACT ROSY ERGANIAN FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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2018 CDCTA FALL DRESSAGE SCHOOLING SHOW AND COMBINED TEST
MHSA/CDCTA RECOGNIZED
SHOW DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2018
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE COMPLETE AND RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 8, 2018
PLEASE FILL OUT SEPARATE ENTRY FORM FOR EACH HORSE/RIDER COMBINATION
Please submit proof of negative Coggins test, dated within one year, with entry EVEN IF YOUR HORSE
LIVES ON THE PREMISES
NAME OF HORSE:
BREED :

SEX:

IF THOROUGHBRED, TIP #:

AGE:

HEIGHT:

COLOR:

NAME OF RIDER:

AGE IF UNDER 18:

ADDRESS:
BEST CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:

ALT NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:
DRESSAGE CLASSES ENTERED (PLEASE SPECIFY CLASS NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION):
(LIMIT 3 CLASSES, OR 2 CLASSES AND ONE COMBINED TEST)

COMBINED TEST CLASSES ENTERED (PLEASE SPECIFY CLASS NUMBER AND DIVISION)
(LIMIT TWO DIVISIONS)
COMBINED TEST CLASS FEES ($35 PER DIVISION):
DRESSAGE CLASS FEES ($17 PER CLASS):
CDCTA NON-MEMBER FEE ($5 PER HORSE/RIDER COMBINATION, NOT PER CLASS):
LATE FEE (IF RECEIVED AFTER SEPTEMBER 11): $10

TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED:
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CDCTA AND SEND TO SHOW SECRETARY:
Kim Krieckhaus
2202 West Williams Road
Sturgeon, MO 65284
I enclose the aforementioned entry which is made at my own risk and subject to the conditions of the sponsoring dressage show.

RELEASE: I agree to hold the Columbia Dressage and Combined Training Association, Sunny Oak Farms,
its employees and agents harmless for any injury or loss suffered during or in connection with the Columbia
DCTA Fall Dressage Schooling Show and Combined Test.
RIDER SIGNATURE (PARENT MUST SIGN IF RIDER UNDER 21)
OWNER SIGNATURE
TRAINER SIGNATURE
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS:
September 8-22, 2018
World Equestrian Games in Tryon, NC
September 15, 2018
CDCTA Fall Dressage Show and Combined Test, Sunny Oak Farm in Rocheport, MO
ENTRY IN THIS NEWSLETTER
September 16, 2018
Sunny Oak Farm Fall Charity Horse Show
September 21-22, 2018
Stephens College Hunter/Jumper Show
September 22, 2018
Queeny Park Cross Country Schooling
September 22, 2018
Serenity Park Equine Breeders Classic, West End Farm, KC, KS
September 23, 2018
Young Horse Shows Series Qualifier, West End Farm, KC, KS
September 23, 2018
Queeny Park Mini Event
September 30, 2018
American Warmblood Society Sport Horse Inspection, Trinita Farms, Labadie, MO
October 13-14, 2018
Carol Wilson Centered Riding Clinic ENTRY IN THIS NEWSLETTER
November 2-4, 2018
Maryal Barnett Dressage Clinic at Stony Hill Farm Contact Holly Rice at
greyhorsecomm@aol.com
November 17, 2018
Cosmic Oaks Farm Free Dressage Schooling Show, Rocheport MO

Successful FEI dressage rider/
trainer available for lessons/
training in Dressage, western Dressage, western pleasure and hunt
seat pleasure. New professional
equestrian facility coming 2019.
Please contact Ann McGruder 573489-1317.
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DCTA

COLUMBIA

DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION
Beth Hussey
655 North Route O
Rocheport, MO 65279

NEXT MEETING: Monday, September 17th at 7:30 p.m.
at Angelo’s in south Columbia. Wrap up of fall show;
planning for fall trail ride and USDF convention!
Columbia Dressage & Combined Training Association
2018 Membership Form
CDCTA is a United States Dressage Federation (USDF) Group Member Organization
(GMO). By joining CDCTA you are becoming a Group member of the USDF. $20 of your CDCTA
dues are forwarded to the USDF as GMO membership dues.($11 for additional members in family)
Membership year runs December 1-November 30. Dues are payable in October.
Individual Membership:

$38.00/year

Family Membership: $38.00/year plus $23.00 for additional member residing at
same address. Please list all members included (use additional sheets if needed).
Name(s)______________________ _________________________
Address __________________________
City ___________________________ State______________ Zip____________
Phone Number (s) ____________________

_____________________

E-mail __________________________________
NOTE: We send our monthly newsletters out by email. Please check here if you would prefer to receive a mailed copy._____________________Did someone refer you for membership?_________________________________
I am We are occasionally asked to share our membership list with persons or corporations
with items of possible interest to our members.
Please circle one:
DO
DO NOT
include my name on this list.
Make check payable to CDCTA and mail to:
Kim Krieckhaus, Membership Chair
2202 West Williams Road
Sturgeon, MO 65284
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